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NEWSLETTER  
 

Welcome to this edition of the newsletter of YOUR Supporters’ Trust. The 

aim is to publish a regular newsletter to keep you up to date with all the 

WWST news and to help raise awareness of what we are all about.  If you 

are already a member – thanks for your support – if not, have a look at the 

great things we are involved with and sign up today!  Help us grow bigger, 

stronger, better! 

 

So what is Warrington Wolves Supporters’ Trust?  Well, simply, we are the 

official supporters’ club for fans of Warrington Wolves RLFC.  We organise 

WWRL related social events, usually at the Halliwell Jones Stadium.  The 

events range from fans’ days to Q&A forums, to the ever popular annual 

Quiz Night, to Player of the Year, to formal dinners.  Guest speakers at 

forums have included academy players, first team players, coaches, club 

officials and staff, referees, media personalities and other people from the 

world of RL.  The evenings are always fun, informative and an opportunity 

to socialise with other followers of all things Primrose and Blue as well as 

providing unique contact with players and off-field figures. 

 

We provide a formal and informal link to the club – we can speak to players, 

coaches and managers at meetings or help collate fans’ views on various 

issues and seek feedback from the club.  We raise funds to aid the 

development of young players, currently around £10,000 per year to help 

provide kit, equipment, training and bursaries for youth teams and players 

ranging from the u11s all the way up to u19s.  We want to see a production 

line of top young talent – preferably mostly from Warrington – to help 

strengthen the first team. 

 

So if you feel you can gain something from and/or contribute something to 

all this, please join us – your supporters’ club! See Page 8 for Member 

Benefits details for the two membership levels, Gold (min. £5 per month or 

£60 per year) and Silver (£5 per year). 

 

 

CELEBRATING TEN YEARS! 

 

In 2012 Warrington Wolves Supporters’ Trust celebrated its tenth birthday.  

It was launched in a packed Touchdown club at Wilderspool in early 2002, 

when life as a Warrington supporter was much more difficult and worrying 

than it is presently.  The new stadium was still some way from becoming 

reality; the club had suffered various financial difficulties in recent years and 

the club’s very existence in Super League or even as a club at all was under 

serious threat.  Success on the field had proven elusive – no major final since 

1990 and no major silverware since 1974.  A lack of home-grown players in 

the first team was seen as one of the reasons for this. 
Continued overleaf 
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Thankfully, the picture is now much brighter.   The club has enjoyed: 

Simon Moran taking over to give new financial stability and increased 

spending power; a solid season in 2003 (after a disastrous 2002) to give 

Wilderspool a respectable send-off; the move to the fantastic Halliwell 

Jones Stadium in 2004; year-on-year build-up of the youth development 

structure, now excellently lead by John Bastian and his team; excellent 

training facilities at Padgate and Birchwood; increased quality signings 

blended with home-grown players to gradually improve the team.  The 

arrival of Tony Smith in 2009 led to four successive major trophies – the 

two Challenge Cup wins at Wembley in 2009 and 2010, followed by the 

League Leaders Shield in 2011, then the Challenge Cup again in 2012.  

Wolves also reached the Super League Grand Finale for the first time in 

2012, only to lose to Leeds Rhinos.  The under 20 Academy reached their 

Grand Final 2012 beating Leeds Rhinos under 20’s.  

Pictured right, home-grown star Chris Riley with the Challenge Cup at Wembley (courtesy of www.warringtonwolves.org) 

Clearly, the club has made dramatic progress in a relatively short time – certainly when the past eleven 

years are compared to the modest achievements of the previous thirty!  This has not been down to one 

single factor – much hard work has been put in by a lot of people involved with the club and is very much 

a team effort.  The Warrington Wolves Supporters’ Trust, through its Squadbuilder membership, has been 

an important part of that team. 

 

We have raised over £150,000 and provided benefits to well over 100 players via 

the various age groups from under 11s through to under 20s. Many of them have 

gone on to play for the first team, such as current home-grown players Chris Riley, Ben Harrison, Mike 

Cooper, Matty Blythe, Tyrone McCarthy, Rhys Williams, Rhys Evans and Gareth O’Brien, not to 

mention a large number of very promising talented players in the current under 19s, some of whom are 

already training with the first team squad. 

 

The Warrington Wolves Supporters’ Trust marked the great progress made in ten years and celebrated the 

start of its second decade by re-launching, and reaching out to the faithful primrose and blue fans to help 

us achieve even more in the next ten years.  Many of our current stars will retire in the next few years and 

we need a continuous supply of talent able to step into their boots.  Together we can help the club 

continue its great work in this area and hopefully see more and more home-grown players lifting 

Challenge Cups, League Leader’s Shields and hopefully the SL title too. 

 

Look out elsewhere in this newsletter for details of some great fan events in 2013 and the benefits of 

being a Trust member.  Please visit www.squadbuilder.co.uk or ask in Wolfware for joining details. 

 

http://www.squadbuilder.co.uk/
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Chris Riley - 150 Not Out 

The tough away fixture at Hull FC was significant for a number of reasons; it secured another valuable 

away win in circumstances where a number of senior first team players were absent and kept alive our 

unbeaten start to the season.  One senior first team player who was playing, and for the 150th time at that, 

was Wolves winger Chris Riley. 

Chris is a product of the Wolves' successful academy programme and a former Squadbuilder supported 

player. Chris made his debut for the Wolves in August 2005 and since that time has become a mainstay in 

our first team.  It probably doesn't get enough publicity, (in fact, it definitely doesn't) but his stats are 

remarkable:- 

Games Tries Goals  Drop Goals Points 

150 104 0 0 416 

          

Statistics correct as at end of Hull FC game 

 

With a strike rate of almost 2 in 3, Chris has already made a remarkable contribution to the Wolves and, 

with 3 Challenge Cup Winners medals, a League Leaders Shield, Grand Final Appearance and England 

Knights Honours under his belt, he's got the silverware to prove it. In addition, Chris is one of the keenest 

supporters of the Wolves Foundation and gives up his free time to assist in their many fantastic initiatives.  

He's a credit to himself, his family and the club and the Supporters’ Trust are delighted to have played a 

small part in helping him become the professional that he has. 

In addition to all of Chris’s achievements, he is a home grown player and a Warringtonian to boot.  Here 

at the Supporters’ Trust, our aim is to help the club fill our first team with players like Chris.  You can 

play your part in making that happen.  Visit www.squadbuilder.co.uk for more info. 

Congratulations on your 150th game Chris; here's to number 300!!! 
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LUCK OF THE IRISH  with Tyrone McCarthy 

As you'll be aware, 2013 is World Cup year and Warrington is a host venue, welcoming Pacific Islanders 

Samoa to the town for their crunch clash with World Champions New Zealand.  However, they'll be 

plenty of Warrington representation in the other groups as well, particularly in the form of Tyrone 

McCarthy.  The Supporters’ Trust have long supported Tyrone and are delighted to have played a small 

part in his development  into a Wolves' first teamer and international, particularly as a Warrington born 

player.  We took the opportunity to speak to Tyrone to ask him about his thoughts in World Cup year, the 

fantastic work he does for the GIVEE charity… and the crucial egg related question! 

Squadbuilder:  2013 is World Cup year – Ireland made the Quarter Finals last time out; what are your 

goals for this year’s tournament? 

Tyrone:  We have a really strong to group to qualify from with Fiji, England and Australia.  It would be 

great for us to reach the quarter finals and go one step further this time 

Squadbuilder:  You're Vice Captain for the Ireland team – that must have been a proud moment? 

Tyrone:  I think it’s a massive honour to be asked to represent the team, so to be asked to be vice captain 

for the RLWC is a real personal high, and something I will take great pride in doing. 

Squadbuilder:  You're a big advocate of international Rugby League – what changes would you make to 

make it even stronger? 

Tyrone:  I think there’s a simple way to increase the quality of international rugby and that is to only 

allow players to represent one country.  However I think there needs to be a system in place which 

rewards players when they represent each nation to keep our top players interested in the international 

scene. 

Squadbuilder:  You visited Africa in November through GIVEE (Groups Involved in Voluntary 

Educational Experiences). How did that come about and what was the experience like? 

Tyrone:  It came out of the blue.  I went into the foundation with the idea but they had already done it the 

previous year with young trustees, they put me in touch with GIVEE who would be visiting the Gunjur 

Project in our off –season so I jumped at the chance.  The people of The Gambia were so welcoming and 

friendly, it made you realise how much you take things for granted.  They seem to have so little in terms 

of materials yet they don’t let this get in the way of their ambition. This is something that has stuck with 

me. 

Squadbuilder:  Finally, time for the most important question….Crème Egg or Poached Egg? 

Tyrone:  I do love cream eggs although poached eggs on toast are my pre-match meal so I think that 

swings it 

Thanks to Tyrone for taking the time out from his preparation for the busy Easter period to talk to us. All 

at Squadbuilder/The Supporters’ Trust would like to wish Tyrone and all of the Wolves' players all the 

best for RL World Cup 2013.  
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It's back…..9th Annual Quiz Night 7
th

 May 2013 

The season is not even 3 months old and as a result, there are many unanswered questions… 

 Who will win Super League in 2013? 

 Who will be top try scorer this season? 

 Who will win the RL World Cup 2013? 

 Which is Warrington Wolves' smartest quiz team? 

For the first 3 questions…who knows (although we're going for Warrington, Ryan Hall and New 

Zealand? For the last question?  Well, we'll find that out on 7
th

 May because Warrington Wolves 

Supporters' Trust are pleased to announce their Annual Quiz Night is back for the 9th straight year.  The 

9th Annual Supporters’ Trust Quiz Night is to be held on Tuesday 7
th

 May 2013, at 7.15pm in the Martin 

Dawes Stand. 

Quiz Masters for the night are Tony Smith and Angela Powers.  First team players and under 19 Academy 

players plus club coaches will be attending & joining in the quiz, dispersed into YOUR teams to help or 

hinder. 

Teams of up to a maximum of 6 members can be entered.  If you have fewer numbers, we can make up 

the teams for you. Tickets are £5.00 per person - your first pint of Tetley’s or soft drink is included in the 

ticket price.  We will even throw in prizes for the winners.  

The entry forms are available on www.squadbuilder.co.uk.  To register your team, please fill in an entry 

form and return it with payment to Wolfware or any WWST Committee Member.  Payments must be 

made in advance as numbers are restricted.  Tickets will be issued on a first come first served basis. 

This event always sells out.  Be quick or be disappointed! 

For more information contact Roy Chicken email: roy.chicken@squadbuilder.co.uk or  

Telephone 0782 153 9043 
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Fitness Drives Wolves 
 

Warrington Wolves, in association with SquadBuilder, are now the proud owners of several Watt Bikes 

and SkiErgs. 

 

This new equipment will allow players to train at high intensities to maintain, and even improve, fitness 

levels when running and when traditional conditioning methods are not an option because of injury. 

 

SquadBuilder continue to play a huge part in the development of the 

players progressing through the club's academy system. They invest 

not only time but also money to ensure the young players have the 

experiences and equipment needed for them to make the transition 

into the first grade, whilst also supporting the current first team 

players. 

 

Gareth Whittaker, Wolves' head of junior strength and conditioning, 

said: "On behalf of the performance team I would like to personally 

thank SquadBuilder for their financial support in the purchasing of 

Watt Bikes and SkiErgs for the Warrington Wolves training facility. 

The purchase of this equipment has provided a massive step forward 

in allowing our players to return from injury fitter and faster than 

ever before. In the small amount of time we have been using this 

equipment I have witnessed great improvements in return to play 

fitness levels and time frames of both our academy and first grade 

players." 

 

Director of Youth Development John Bastian added: "On behalf of 

everyone at Warrington Wolves we would like to thank 

SquadBuilder for their fantastic donation. Their generosity and support throughout many years have aided 

the growth and development of many of our young junior players and we are very grateful." 

 

Roy Chicken, chair of Warrington Wolves Supporters' Trust and SquadBuilder, said: "SquadBuilder are 

proud to donate funds for the purchasing of the Watt Bikes and SkiErgs for use in the gym at Padgate.  

Having seen the equipment in use I am sure that it will assist the strength and conditioning team in 

monitoring the improvement in players' performance as they recover from injury." 
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Meet the Board! 

 

The Warrington Wolves Supporters’ Trust is run on an entirely voluntary basis by a board of fans whose 

positions are approved by members at the AGM. The current board is made up as follows: 

 

Roy Chicken (Chairman), Paul Martin (Treasurer), Godfrey Gwilliam (Secretary), Chris Bickerdike 

(Membership Secretary), Joyce Woods (Minutes Secretary), Stan Lewandowski (Lancs Fed Rep), Neil 

Dowson (Club Rep), Andy Topham (Club Rep), Dave Rawsthorne (Disabled Fans Rep), Pauline Nelson 

(Council Rep), Alex Chicken, Simon Bishop, Ian Deakin, Jodie Miller, Heather Mitchell, Claire Taylor. 

 

 

MEMBER BENEFITS 

 

We at the WWST are really grateful for the continued support of our current members and would like to 

appeal to other fans to join us too. With both of these in mind, we have looked at what benefits can be 

provided to members. We hope you will agree we have been able to put together a fantastic list as follows: 

SILVER LEVEL (TRUST, £5 pa) 

 1 Share in the Trust 

 Free entry into some events, priority 

booking for others 

 Newsletter  

 Vote at the AGM 

 Exclusive access to players, coaches, club 

staff and other RL figures at various events 

 Be a part of the official link between fans 

and the club – your chance to have your say 

on key issues or simply ask questions. 

 Exclusive early access to selected club news 

 

GOLD LEVEL (SQB, £5 pm or £60 pa) 

 

 All Silver Benefits plus: 

 Entry into draw for 2 pairs of Hospitality 

tickets each season 

 2x Hospitality Discounts 

 Entry into Shirt Draw 

 Captain’s Run event 

 Opportunity to present U19’s Player of 

Month Awards 

 One-off Wolfware Voucher 

 Pride from investing in the future 
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EVENTS FOR 2013 

Unless otherwise stated, entry is free to WWST members and £5 for non-members (12 months Silver 

membership free on payment): 

 

MAY: Ninth Annual WWST Quiz, 7
th

 MAY 2013 

the ever popular sell-out event returns for the 9
th

 

time. 

  

JUNE: Fans’ Day - watch the first team train, and 

then meet your favourites for photos / autographs 

afterwards! 

 

 

AUG: Player of the Year. Vote for Player of the 

Year, Most Memorable Try and Top Tackler. 

 

Events may be added, removed or changed as the year progresses. 

 

Thanks to: Warrington Wolves for some of the content for this newsletter and also Bob Brough, who took 

many of the photos used. 

 

 

Under 19’s Player of the Month Awards 

 

Warrington Wolves Supporters Trust present monthly Player of the Month Awards 

 

February Player of the Month - Jacque Peet 

 

March: Player of the Month – James Rowland 

 

 


