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NEWSLETTER LAUNCHED 
 
Welcome to the 1st edition of the newsletter of YOUR Supporters’ Trust. 
The aim is to publish quarterly to keep you up to date with all the WWST 
news and to help raise awareness of what we are all about. If you are already 
a member – thanks for your support – if not, have a look at the great things 
we are involved with and sign up today! Help us grow bigger, stronger, 
better! 
 
So what is Warrington Wolves Supporters’ Trust? Well, simply we are the 
official supporters’ club for fans of Warrington Wolves RLFC. We organise 
WWRL related social events, usually at the Halliwell Jones Stadium. The 
events range from fans’ days to Q&A forums to the ever popular annual 
Quiz Night to player of the year to formal dinners. Guest speakers at forums 
have included academy players, first team players, coaches, club officials 
and staff, referees, media personalities and other people from the world of 
RL. The evenings are always fun, informative and an opportunity to 
socialise with other followers of all things Primrose and Blue as well as 
providing unique contact with players and off-field figures. 
 
We provide a formal and informal link to the club – we can speak to players, 
coaches and managers at meetings or help collate fans’ views on various 
issues and seek feedback from the club. We raise funds to aid the 
development of young players, currently around £15,000 per year to help 
provide kit, equipment, training and bursaries for youth teams and players 
ranging from the u11s all the way up to u20s. We want to see a production 
line of top young talent – preferably mostly from Warrington – to help 
strengthen the first team. 
 
So if you feel you can gain something from and/or contribute something to 
all this, please join us – your supporters’ club! See Page 12 for Member 
Benefits details for the two membership levels Gold (min. £5 per month or 
£60 per year) and Silver (£5 per year). 

 
DON’T MISS! 
Stadium tour, Saturday 4th 
FEB – exclusive first look 
at completed extension 
work plus behind the 
scenes tour of facilities. 

 
 
 
Warrington Wolves Supporters’ 

Trust, 

Warrington Wolves RLFC, 

Halliwell Jones Stadium, 

Winwick Road. 

www.squadbuilder.co.uk 

info@squadbuilder.co.uk 
 

 
CELEBRATING TEN YEARS! 
 
2012 is the year Warrington Wolves Supporters’ Trust can celebrate being 
ten years old. Launched in a packed Touchdown club at Wilderspool in early 
2002, life as a Warrington supporter was much more difficult and worrying 
than it is presently. The new stadium was still some way from becoming 
reality, the club had suffered various financial difficulties in recent years and 
the clubs’ very existence in Super League or even as a club at all was under 
serious threat. Success on the field had proven elusive – no major final since 
1990 and no major silverware since 1974. A lack of home-grown players in 
the first team was seen as one of the reasons for this. 

Continued overleaf
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Thankfully, the picture is now much brighter. The club has enjoyed: Simon 
Moran taking over to give new financial stability and increased spending 
power; a solid season in 2003 (after a disastrous 2002) to give Wilderspool 
a respectable send-off; the move to the fantastic Halliwell Jones Stadium in 
2004, year-on-year build-up of the youth development structure now 
excellently lead by John Bastian and his team; excellent training facilities 
at Padgate and Birchwood; increased quality signings blended with home-
grown players to gradually improve the team; the arrival of Tony Smith in 
2009; three successive major trophies – the two Challenge Cup wins at 
Wembley in 2009 and 2010 followed by the League Leaders Shield in 
2011. 

Pictured right, home-grown star Chris Riley with the Challenge Cup at Wembley 
(courtesy of www.warringtonwolves.org) 

Clearly, the club has made dramatic progress in a relatively short time – certainly when the past ten years 
are compared to the modest achievements of the previous thirty! This has not been down to one single 
factor – much hard work has been put in by a lot of people involved with the club and is very much a team 
effort. The Warrington Wolves Supporters’ Trust, through its Squadbuilder membership has been an 
important part of that team. 

 
We have raised over £150,000 and provided benefits to well over 100 players via 
the various age groups from under 11s through to under 20s. Many of whom 

have gone on to play for the first team, such as current home-grown players Chris Riley, Ben Harrison, 
Mike Cooper, Matty Blythe, Tyrone McCarthy, Rhys Williams, Rhys Evans, Gareth O’Brien. Not to 
mention a large number of very promising talent in the current under 20s and under 18s, some of whom 
are now already training with the first team squad. 
 
The Warrington Wolves Supporters’ Trust would like to mark the great progress made in ten years and 
celebrate the start of its 11th year by re-launching and reaching out to the faithful primrose and blue fans to 
help us achieve even more in the next ten years. Many of our current stars will retire in the next few years 
and therefore we need a continuous supply of talent able to step into their boots. Together we can help the 
club continue its great work in this area and hopefully see more and more home-grown players lifting 
Challenge Cups, League Leaders Shields and hopefully the SL title too. 
 
Look out elsewhere in this newsletter for details of some great fan events in 2012 and the benefits of 
being a Trust member. Please visit www.squadbuilder.co.uk or ask in Wolfware for joining details. 
 
 
Thank you to: Warrington Wolves for some of the content for this newsletter and also Bob Brough, who 
took many of the photos used. 
 
 

If you have picked up a printed copy of this newsletter and would like to receive the next issue via email, 
please consider joining WWST. If you are an existing member, maybe we don’t have your email address. 
Please email us at info@squadbuilder.co.uk and we will add you to the list. 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF 2011 
 
January 
The Trust helped the club organise and run a season 
launch dinner. Present were the first team squad, staff 
and sponsors. Players were presented with their shirt for 
2011. Brian Carney hosted the evening with former 
Warrington Wolves and Australian Rugby League 
legend Andrew Johns as a guest speaker. Guests also 
enjoyed a 2-course Heathcotes meal, raffle and auction, 
an interview with Wolves boss Tony Smith and a Q&A 
panel with a number of players including new signings 
Brett Hodgson and Joel Monaghan  

Pictured, right, new signing for 2011 Brett Hodgson receiving his 
shirt for the season (courtesy of www.warringtonwolves.org) 

February 
Squadbuilder funding helped to send the u20s off to Cardiff to play a friendly against South Wales 
Scorpions on the eve of the Millenium Magic weekend that opened the 2011 Super League season. See 
the report elsewhere in this issue. 
 
March 
On the morning of Saturday 19th March, the gates of the Halliwell Jones Stadium were opened and 
hundreds of eager fans poured in for a chance to see the first team training and then queued up for photos 
and autographs. This was a new event that we will be looking to become an annual fixture in the calendar. 
 

Pictured, below, a selection of pics from the fans’ day (courtesy of www.warringtonwolves.org) 

 
 
April 
Special guests Lance Todd trophy winners Michael Monaghan and Derek Whitehead plus other past 
players from 1974 were in attendance as the Trust hosted a “Winning at Wembley” event at LA Bowl on 
the evening of Tuesday 12th April. 

Continued overleaf
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May 

The 7th Annual Supporters’ Trust Quiz Night was held on Tuesday 17th May in another packed out Martin 
Dawes lounge. This popular event was another enjoyable evening, where fans teams receive additional 
“support” from a couple of players/coaches. Wolves boss Tony Smith was the question master along with 
Sky Sports Angela Powers. 33 teams took part on the night with the winning side determined by an all 
important tie-break question.  

First place went to ‘Brains n' All', with ‘King Quizzers’, ‘Wire 4 Chemics’ and ‘Sniffers Sexier Six’ 
coming second, third and fourth respectively. 
 
A prize was also awarded for the best team name ‘Pies' 18th Man Leaves Early’. 
 
Pictured, below, winning quiz team “Brains ‘n All” (left) and WWST Board members Godfrey Gwilliam and Stan 
Lewandowski with Angela Powers and Tony Smith (right) (courtesy of www.warringtonwolves.org) 

  

 
 
July 
After winning through a series of group games in June, the u20s side emerged victorious at the RL9s 
finals night on Tuesday 5th July at Headingly, beating Leeds (quarter final), Wigan (semi final) and 
Cumbria (final) to lift the new trophy and £10,000 winners’ cheque. See details later in this issue. 
 
On Wednesday 13th July the Trust held their AGM which 
included a Q&A forum giving fans the opportunity to put 
their questions to club Chief Executive Andy Gatcliffe 
and Chief Operating Officer of the RFL Ralph Rimmer.  
 
Pictured right, John Bastian (with the nines trophy), Andy Gatcliffe, 
Ralph Rimmer and Roy Chicken 
(courtesy of www.squadbuilder.co.uk) 
 
Both Andy and Ralph gave talks on a range of topics 
within the game. Andy covered the club's progress over recent years, the youth development programme 
 

Continued overleaf
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 in place, the use of The Halliwell Jones Stadium for major Rugby League fixtures and more. Ralph 
followed on speaking about the aim to expand the game of Rugby League throughout the country looking 
to introduce clubs from other areas and in turn raising the profile of the sport.  
 
Director of Youth Development John Bastian also attended the evening to talk about the young talent 
coming through the club and their new development at the training ground. John was on hand to present 
an award to the Trust, in recognition of the support shown by themselves and Squadbuilder in particular 
with regard to the academy set-up at the club. 
 
August 
Voting was opened for fans for the 2011 Player of the Year Awards.  
 
September 
Friday 16th September was a fantastic night at the Halliwell Jones Stadium. Huddersfield were put to the 
sword with a dominant 47-0 win seeing Warrington through to the next round of the playoffs and 
following the game the team were presented with the League Leaders 2011 Shield. In amongst the post 
match celebrations, the Trust were able to get onto the pitch and make their Player of the Year 
presentations. Awards, voted for by the fans, went to: Ben Westwood (Top Tackler); Joel Monaghan 
(Most Memorable Try) and Michael Monaghan (Player of the Year). 
 
Pictured, below, Warrington Wolves win the League! (courtesy of www.warringtonwolves.org) and WWST board member 
Simon Bishop presents the Player of the Year Awards (courtesy of www.squadbuilder.co.uk) 
 

 
 

   
 

Continued overleaf
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October 
 
The u20s went one step further than their first team counterparts, making it all the way to their Grand 
Final. Sadly they were edged out on a hot afternoon at the Leigh Sporting Village 24-16 to the Wigan 
Warriors. Details later in this issue. 
 
 
14 Squadbuilder Players Prepared For 2011 In The First Grade 
 
Back at the start of 2011, this photo was taken at the 
clubs’ media day to highlight the number of players 
playing or training in the first team squad to have 
benefitted from funds raised by the Supporters’ Trust via 
Squadbuilder. 
 
Our fundraising has gone a long way towards making the 
club the success it is today by supporting many players 
over the years, including those pictured (L-R): Mike 
Cooper, Chris Riley, Tyrone McCarthy, Lee Mitchell, 
Matty Blythe, Rhys Williams, Ben Evans, Gareth 
O'Brien, Rhys Evans, Ryan Shaw, Craig Harvey, James Laithwaite, Jamie Peasnell, Ben Harrison. Also 
pictured are WWST board members Godfrey Gwilliam and Roy Chicken. 
(Picture courtesy of www.squadbuilder.co.uk) 
 
Over the years the number of players sponsored by Squadbuilder has increased with the focus moving 
towards investing in squads as a whole by, for example, promoting team spirit through training camps and 
helping with equipment purchases. This in turn is providing a strong foundation for the future of the club. 
  
Roy Chicken, Trust Chairman said: "There was a lot of pride back in 2009 when we saw four 
SquadBuilder players play in the Challenge Cup Final success. We hope the success of the scheme 
continues and would like to see even more people get on board. The scheme enables Wolves' supporters 
to actively contribute to the development, coaching and promotion of young local players at all levels. 
Developing a team of Warrington trained players still remains the ultimate ambition." 
 
Andy Topham of Warrington Wolves was involved in creating SquadBuilder. "I think everyone involved 
should be proud of what we have achieved, having surpassed what we originally set out to do. We hope 
the scheme continues to develop many more young players in the future. The way Rugby League has 
changed and in turn the way SquadBuilder has changed emphasises the move towards helping to integrate 
more local players into first team squads. We now have a much broader pool of playing talent out there 
and can cast a wider net to find these players. 
 
Director of Youth Development John Bastian reiterated the importance of the work done by everyone 
involved in the SquadBuilder scheme. "For an organisation to have been going for 10 years raising funds 
for the youth performance and development programme is an outstanding achievement.  

Continued overleaf
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All the players who have benefited from SquadBuilder over the years should be grateful for the way it has 
impacted on their careers, not just in Rugby League but also on the education that is provided for other 
aspects of life." 
 
Laura Harrison, former Supporters Direct Rugby League Development Manager, added: "Warrington 
really is one of the leading Rugby League Supporters' Trusts when it comes to assisting and developing 
local talent. They're a benchmark for other Supporters' Trusts and it's great to see Supporters' Trust having 
so much success. It just goes to show how effective they can be in influencing the direction of their 
clubs." 
 
 Look out for our next issue when you will be able to see an up to date 2012 version of this picture. 
 
 
ADRIAN MORLEY – TESTIMONIAL 
 
During 2012, our club captain Adrian Morley will 
enjoy a well deserved 3 month testimonial awarded 
by the RFL for his services to the game. The 
Supporters’ Trust will be offering their support 
where required and we are sure all fans will want to 
join in showing their appreciation of one of the 
most respected players in the world. More details 
are available at his website: 
http://www.adrianmorley.co.uk/.  
  

 
Squadbuilder Supports Player Development Centres 
 
Warrington Wolves Supporters' Trust Squadbuilder has generously contributed to the running of the 
Warrington & Cheshire player development centres for the 2011/2012 season. 
 
SquadBuilder has made a significant contribution which has provided kit and equipment to 25 coaches, 
and provided kit for two of the Age Groups. 
 

 •Warrington & Cheshire are running for the 2011/2012 academic year 
 •Learn to Train programs for u11s and u12s 
 •Player Development Centres for u13 and u14s  
 •Also a combined u15s/u16s development squad 
 •This allows 181 players across all the age groups gaining access to elite coaching 

 
The centres also encourage Coach Development with access to mentoring and coach education for all the 
coaches on the program. 
 
 
 

Continued overleaf
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Alan Kilshaw, Warrington & Cheshire Rugby League 
Development Manager commented, "Everyone involved 
in the Player Development Centres can't thank 
Squadbuilder enough. Once again they have gone above 
and beyond to help the development of Rugby League 
players in the Warrington. 
 
Pictured, right, are some of the coaches and WWST board members 
(courtesy of www.squadbuilder.co.uk) 
 
Not only have they supported the academies and 
scholarship programs this year, they have now helped to ensure that the Service Area squads have the 
correct kit and equipment and have enabled us to get a good quantity of kit for all the staff coaching on 
the program. 
 
This support will help ensure the next generation of Warrington Wolves players are receiving the best 
coaching in a good environment assisting with there development from an early age." 
 
Roy Chicken, Chairman said, "Warrington Wolves Supporters' Trust and Squadbuilder are delighted to 
continue support for the Service Area by providing kit for the coaches and two of the squads. This fits 
with our commitment to support local young rugby league players and the coaches in their development. 
We wish all the players and coaches good luck for 2012." 
 
 
Wolves V Scorpions In Cardiff sponsored by Squadbuilder 
 
South Wales Scorpions 10 Warrington Wolves 28 
 
Warrington Wolves under 20s side kick-started their season with a friendly against South Wales 
Scorpions on the eve of the Millennium Magic 
opening round.  
 
Pictured, right, Wolves u20s in action in Cardiff 
(courtesy of www.scorpionsrl.com) 
 
The match was played at Cardiff Arms Park on 
Friday 11th February, kick-off 7.30pm in front 
of a decent crowd of 470. Richard Marshall, 
Warrington Wolves' under 20s coach said: 
"When we received the call about this fixture 
inviting us to go down there to promote the 
game in South Wales we thought it an 
innovative idea to play that weekend when all 
fans are in the city for the opening round of 
Super League. Overall I was very pleased with 
the performance; we improved significantly on our last outing at Rochdale. 

Continued overleaf
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The addition of three first team players helped us but even so the young squad acquitted themselves very 
well. We must give credit to the Scorpions, they were very strong. It was a very tight game in poor 
conditions and they will certainly be a strong side in their division. I was very pleased with the way 
Gareth O'Brien controlled the game for the full eighty minutes. Defensively we were stronger although 
the two tries we conceded were in areas where we should be stronger. The only negative from the evening 
was a leg injury to Ben Evans that saw him carried off the field but I must thank the medical staff who 
handled it very well; hopefully the injury is not as bad as first feared.  
 
Marshall added, "The experience has been great for the players, to play at Cardiff Arms Park and spend 
time together. We would like to thank Squadbuilder for paying for the hotel accommodation for the whole 
weekend and the coach down here, without that support the young lads would not have been able to enjoy 
this. We can now look forward to starting the new league season in fine spirit." 
 
 
U20s win RL Nines 
 
After winning through a series of group games in June, the u20s side emerged victorious at the RL9s 
finals night on Tuesday 5th July at Headingly, beating Leeds (quarter final), Wigan (semi final) and 
Cumbria (final) to lift the new trophy and £10,000 winners’ cheque. 
 

Pictured, below, Wolves u20s lift the RL Nines trophy (courtesy of www.warringtonwolves.org) 

 
 
Victorious Wolves Under 20s Head Coach Richard Marshall said: "We thoroughly deserved to win the 
competition having triumphed over a very strong Leeds Rhinos side and an unbeaten Wigan Warriors 
team and then to beat Cumbria, who we feel have been the best team we have faced during the 
qualification weeks, in the final was very apt and we couldn't be happier. I am absolutely delighted and 
proud of every one of the squad who have played in this competition. 
 
We played very smart and composed rugby all night and that was shown in the results. Ryan Shaw was 
one of our best performers on the night and we were very well led by captain James Mendeika. Gavin 
Williams and Brad Dwyer were very lively from dummy half and kept us on the front foot. The kicking of 
Gavin Williams proved crucial on the night, converting all but two of our tries. 

Continued overleaf
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I must say a big thanks to all of the staff involved in preparing the side over the past five weeks especially 
Danny Fullerton, assisted by Peter Nicholson, who has taken a leading role for this tournament." 
 
Marshall added: "We are a very good and skilful 9-a-side team and we have really took to this concept 
well and we will now be looking to take this confidence into the rest of our league campaign that resumes 
on Friday evening when we entertain Huddersfield Giants in the Valvoline Cup in a curtain raiser to the 
Engage Super League clash between the same sides. The future of the club is very bright with the quality 
of youngsters coming through." 
 
 
U20s Grand Final 
 
The u20s went one step further than their first team counterparts, making it all the way to their Grand 
Final. Sadly they were edged out on a hot afternoon at the Leigh Sporting Village 24-16 to the Wigan 
Warriors. 
 
Wolves under 20s head coach Richard Marshall said: “The result hasn’t gone our way and that is 
disappointing, but throughout the season the improvements that we have made have been immense. We 
won the RL9s tournament, several of our players have progressed through into the first team and we have 
pushed a very good Wigan side all the way this afternoon.  
 
Wigan were the better team on the day but I am very proud of all the players and staff. We lost two 
players in the first half and that limited our interchange options but these are the things that you have to 
contend with in a tough contact sport.  
 
The game typified how we have been all year; Jordan Burke was a great last line of defence pulling of 
several try scoring tackles and must have been very close to picking up the Man of the Match award, 
James Mendeika led the team very well as he has done all year and James Saltonstall was everywhere 
taking two or three carries in each set.” 
 
Marshall added, “Next year a lot of the lads will be moving to full time and this will give us an extra edge. 
I would like to thank all the players and staff for their efforts throughout the year and although today 
hasn’t gone the way we wanted it to we have still had a successful season. The support that we have had 
from Squadbuilder once again this season has been invaluable and very much appreciated by us all.”  
 
 
 
 
 
In this issue of our newsletter we have touched on just a few of the ways funds raised by WWST through 
membership subscriptions, donations, raffles, auctions and event ticket sales have been used to help the 
youth development activities of WWRLFC. We will cover more in future issues.  
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PLAYER AWARDS OF 2011 
 
During 2011, the WWST sponsored monthly and 
annual awards for both the u18s and u20s teams. 
These awards were presented as follows: 
 
February 
Oliver Giles (u18s) and Ben Hellewell (u20s). 
 
March 
Gene Ormsby (u18s) and James Mendieka (u20s). 
 
April 
Jack Morrison (u18s) and Ben Currie (u20s). 
 
May 
Callan Beckett (u18s) and James Saltonstall (u20s). 
 
 

 
June 
Oliver Giles (u18s) and Gavin Williams (u20s). 
 
July 
Bobby Goulding (u18s) and James Saltonstall 
(u20s). 
 
August 
Ryan Duffy (u18s) and Brooke Broughton (u20s). 
 
September 
Ashley Platt-Hughes (u18s) and James Mendieka 
(u20s). 
 
October 
The Warrington Wolves Supporter Trust Academy 
Players of the Year were James Rowland (u18s) 
and James Saltonstall (u20s). 
 

 
 
Pictured, above, u20s player of the year James Saltonstall 
receiving his award from WWST board members Roy Chicken 
and Joyce Woods (courtesy of www.squadbuilder.co.uk) 
 

 
 
Pictured, above, the u18s squad in the clubs gym at Padgate 
(courtesy of www.squadbuilder.co.uk) 
 

 
Meet the Board! 
 
The Warrington Wolves Supporters’ Trust is run on an entirely voluntary basis by a board of fans whose 
positions are approved by members at the AGM. The current board is made up as follows: 
 
Roy Chicken (Chairman), Paul Martin (Treasurer), Godfrey Gwilliam (Secretary), Chris Bickerdike 
(Membership Secretary), Joyce Woods (Minutes Secretary), Stan Lewandowski (Lancs Fed Rep), Neil 
Dowson (Club Rep), Andy Topham (Club Rep), Dave Rawsthorne (Disabled Fans Rep), Pauline Nelson 
(Council Rep), Alex Chicken, Simon Bishop, Ian Deakin, Jodie Miller, Heather Mitchell. 
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MEMBER BENEFITS 
 
New for 2012! We at the WWST are really grateful for the continued support of our current members and 
would like to appeal to other fans to join us too. With both of these in mind, we have looked at what 
benefits can be provided to members. We hope you will agree we have been able to put together a 
fantastic list as follows: 

SILVER LEVEL (TRUST, £5 pa) 

 1 Share in the Trust 

 Free entry into some events, priority 
booking for others 

 Newsletter quarterly 

 Vote at the AGM 

 Entry into New Shirt Draw 

 Exclusive access to players, coaches, club 
staff and other RL figures at various events 

 Be a part of the official link between fans 
and the club – your chance to have your say 
on key issues or simply ask questions. 

 Exclusive early access to selected club news 

 

GOLD LEVEL (SQB, £5 pm or £60 pa) 
 

 All Silver Benefits plus: 

 Entry into draw for 2 pairs of Hospitality 
tickets each season 

 2x Hospitality Discounts 

 Entry into Player Shirt Draw 

 Captain’s Run event 

 Opportunity to present U20s & U18s Player 
of Month Awards 

 One-off Wolfware Voucher 

 Pride from investing in the future 

 
 
EVENTS FOR 2012 
Unless otherwise stated, entry is free to WWST members and £5 for non-members (12 months Silver 
membership free on payment): 
 
 
FEB: Stadium tour – exclusive first look at 
completed extension work plus behind the scenes 
tour of other facilities. 
 
FEB: Ten Years Celebration Season Launch 
Evening, Q&A with Tony Smith plus selected 
players. 
 
MAR / APR: Fans’ Day, watch the first team train, 
and then meet your favourites for photos / 
autographs afterwards! 
 
APR: Balloon Race, APRIL with prizes for the 
three returned from the greatest distance. 
 

MAY: Eighth Annual WWST Quiz - MAY – the 
ever popular sell-out event returns for the 8th time. 
 
JUN: Captains’ and Coaches’ Evening, including 
1st team, U20s and U18s, possibly to be combined 
with AGM. 
 
JUL: Hospitality Day, Catalans’ game. For this 
game, the hospitality lounge in the East Stand 
becomes the WWST club for the day! All WWST 
members will receive discounted entrance (or 
season ticket upgrade) and receive all the usual 
benefits including food and padded seats etc. Plus 
post-game fans’ bar with player appearances. 
 
AUG: Player of the Year. Vote for Player of the 
Year, Most Memorable Try and Top Tackler. 
 

Events may be added, removed or changed as the year progresses. 
 


